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The purpose of this newsletter is lo provide knowledge for parents and educators whe want to save the chiidren of America
frony the destructive forces that endanger them, Our children in the public schools are at grave risk in 4 ways: academically,

' spirituatly, morally, and physically — and only a well-informed public will be able to reduce these risks,

“Without vision, the people perish.”

Why Ivan Can Read But Johnny Can’t

Back in 1962, Arthur Trace wrote a
book entitled What Ivan Knows That
Johnny Doesn't. In that book Trace
informed us that Ivan was being taught
to read by phonics, and that was why
Ivan was able to learn so much better
than Johnny. In fact, throughout the
communist world, children were taught
to read by phonics, mainly so that they
could read Marx and Lenin and become
the engineers and scientists the state
needed to be able to create its
socialist utopia and great military
power.

What the communist leaders did not
foresee is that the high 1literacy of
their slaves would not lead them to
Marx and Lenin, but to Jefferson,
Lincoln and other dissident writers.
0f course, the communist masters hoped

that they could prevent this by a
regime of strict censorship. But in an
age of computers, radios, video and

audio cassettes as well as books, the
flow of information, news, and ideas
could not be stopped.

Today's 1liberated people in the
‘'East can now read anything they want,
provided the books are available, and
their high literacy will enable them to
make up for lost time.

In the United States, on the other
hand, millions of Americans have been
turned into functional illiterates by
their schools, and thus are effectively
prevented from rising out of the under-
class to which their inferior educa-
tions have condemned them. The American
public education system is now the
world's most effective censor because
it denies millions of citizens the
skills needed to become proficient
readers. These functional illiterates
and semi-literates are effectively cut
off from mankind's greatest source of
knowledge and wisdom: books. And all of
this is due to the educators' insis-
tence that American children be taught
to read by the discredited Tlook-say,
whole-word, or sight method of instruc-
tion, presently being peddied as "whole
language."

It Was Tried in Russia

0ddly enough, the Russians used the
whole-word method back in the early
days of the communist regime, but re-
placed it with phonics in the 1930s
when it became obvious that Tlook-say
didn't work. The Great Soviet Encyclo-
pedia (Vol. 4, p. 423) describes what
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