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The purpese of this newsletiter is fo provide knowledge for parents and educators who want to save the children of America
from the destructive forces that endangert them. Our children in the public schools are at grave risk in 4 ways: academically,
spirituaily, morally, and physically — and only a weil-informed publlc will be able to reduce these risks
“Without vision, the people perish.”
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Why Schools Don’t Educate

John Gatto

John Gatto is a very unusual individual. He
is o conservative who has taught in the public
schools of New York City for over 25 years. In
1990 he was named New York City’s Teacher of
the Year. What you are about to read is his
acceptance speech — probably the most incisive
and eloquent indictment of public education ever
written. Mr. Gatto, who once ran for New York
State Senate on the Conservative Party ticket,
presently teaches seventh grade at a junior high
school in Manhattan. You may not agree with
everything hesays, but what he says is well worth
reading.

I accept this award on behalf of all the
fine teachers I've known over the years
who've struggled to make their transactions
with children honorable ones: men and
women who are never complacent, always
questioning, always wrestling to define and
redefine endlessly what the word “educa-
tion” should mean. A “Teacher of the Year”
isnot the best teacher around— those people
are too quiet to be easily uncovered—but a
standard-bearer, symbolic of these private
people who spend their lives gladly in the

service of children. This is their award as
well as mine.

We live in a time of great social crisis.
QOur children rank at the bottom of nineteen
industrial nations in reading, writing, and
arithmetic. The world’s narcotic economy is
based upon our own consumption of this
commodity. If we didn’t buy so many pow-
dered dreams the business would collapse—
and schools are an important sales outlet.
Our teenage suicide rate is the highest in the
world—and suicidal kids are rich kids for
the most part, not the poor. In Manhattan
seventy percentof all new marriages last less
than five years.

Our school crisis is a reflection of this
greater social crisis. We seem tohavelostour
identity. Children and old people are penned
up and locked away from the business of the
world to a degree without precedent; no-
body talks to them anymore. Without chil-
dren and old people mixing in daily life, a
community has no future and no past, only
a continuous present. In fact, the name
“community” hardly applies to the way we
interact with each other. We live in net-
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