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“The purpose of this newslelter is to provide knowledge for parents and educators who want to save the children oi America

from the destructive forces that endanger them. Qur children in the public schools are at grave risk in 4 ways: academically,

spiritually, marally, and physicatly -— and only a well-inforimed public will be able to reduce those risks.
“Withput vision, the people perish.”

The Fall 1987 issue of Free
Inquiry, a quarterly magazine published
by the <Council for Democratic and
Secular Humanism, and edited by Paul
Kurtz, a signer of Humanist Manifesto
I1 and professor of philosophy at State
University of New York (Buffalo), has
launched a sharp critical attack on
Christian fundamentalist education,
calling it a "national scandal.”

In a lead editorial headlined, "A
Call for Public Scrutiny," the reader
is told:

"It is estimated that there are now
more than one million students in
twelve thousand such schools across the
country -- but little is known about
the quality of education offered by
these institutions. . . .

" . . Our review of their cur-
ricula, textbooks, and educational
philosophy reveal that they are flawed
in numerous and serijous ways. . . .

"Their admitted aim is to indoc-
trinate students rather than to educate
them. This indoctrination pervades the

Humanists Launch Attack
on Christian Fundamentalist Schools

entire curriculum. . . . Dissent is not
tolerated. . . .

"Their textbooks present an ex-
tremely one-sided, and often verifiably
false, view of the natural and social
sciences, philosophy, literature, and
the arts. . . .

"These schools do not develop in
their students the skills of critical
thinking. True education can only begin
when a questioning outloock is culti-
vated, yet any questioning in these
schools is repressed, and rote memori-
zation vremains the principal educa-
tional tool.

"While parents undoubtedly should
have the right to send their children
to schools outside the public school
system, we believe that children,
adolescents, and young adults have a
concomitant right to learn elementary
logic, critical thinking, and other
problem-solving skills and to test
jdeas before accepting them. The
schools included in our research deny
their students these basic elements of
education and employ a subtle form of
mind control."”
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